VOTES axo PROCEEDINGS, Novempsx, 785

T HE committee, to whom' was referred the petition of Thomas Donnoeck, o?
county, and Sarah Fergufon, widow of Phillips Fergufon, late of Charles county, dece;
leave to report, that they have conﬁéered the fame, and find, that the f{aid Philiip:s‘_‘gq ufon
the 3oth day of September 1780, executed an infirument of writing obligatory to the pexitionc; >y
Thomas Donnock, his heirs and afligns, with a condition to make over, with a proper deed of
bargain and fale, all the land lying on an ifland called Fergufon’s Ifland, but to whom it does -
not appear. They further report, that there is on the faid inftrument of writing, a seceipt.for -
L. 175 o o fpecie, paid in full by the petitioner Dennock to Phillips Fergulon, in the year 1780,
for the faid land ; and that fome of the fa&s fet forth in the petition have no vouchers. The
cotnimittee are therefore of opinion, that the petition ought not to be granted. All which is

fubmited to the honourable houfe. e s
_ By order, : A. GOLDER, ek,
Which was read the fi:ft and fecond time and concurred with. : T

Mr. Goldfborough, from the committee, brings in and delivers to M, Speaker the follow-
ing report : : - : : P

THE committee, to whom was referred the petition of James Poole, of Dorchefier county,
and Sarah Fergufon, of Charles county, beg leave to report, that they have taken the fame into
their confideration, and find that the fadls fct forth in.the faid petition, fo far as they refate to
the fale of the lands therein mentioned, are true, as appears by the bonds paffed by john Bapdft
Hicks and Phillips Fergufon, to Anne Brannock, fer the conveyance of faid lands 3 2ad that ea
the faid bonds are aflignments from a certain Andrew Davidfon and Anne his wife, formeti
Anne Brannock, to the petitioner James Poole, and his bheirs, which are defe®ive; and that
there is no proof of feveral of the fa@s fet forth in the petition.  Under thefe circumftances, the
committee are of opinion the petition ought not to be granted. All which is fucmited-to the
honourable houfe. ' .y

: By order, ‘ A. GOLDER, cik.

Which was read the firft and fecond time and concurred with. o

On motion, OrRbERED, That Mr. Ramfey be added to- the committee on the petitions of
Ifaac Redgrave and jJohn Wallis, and Ifaac Redgrave and Benjamin Hatchefon. _

Charles Carroll, ot Carrollton, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker a petition from
John Rolph and Benjamin Hat:hefon, fecurities of Thomas Boyer, late colic@or of Kent coun-
ty, deceafed, praying an a@ may pafs, empowering them to coile& the balances due to the faid
Thomas Boyer, deceafed, endorfed 5 ¢ By the fenate, November 24, 1785 : Read and referred
 to the confideration of the houfe of delegates, -

‘¢ By order, J. DORSEY,; clk.”
And the following meflage : “
By s SENAT E, Novemser 24, 1783,

GENTLEMEN,

- WE think it a duty incumbént 6n us to call your attention to the ftate of our judiciary de-
partment. The thirtieth article of ou: bill of rights, for very obvious and important reafons,
enjoins that the chancellor and judges thould be independent, not only by holding theireommil-
fions during good behaviour, but alfo by having proper falaries fecured to them during the conti-
nuance of their commiffions. It is the duty of the legiflature both to fix the falaries of the-cliga-
cellor and judges, and to provide funds by a permancnt law for the regular payment of fuch fala-
ties, This duty has not been complied with, ani inftead of being i that fate of indcpcndency
required by the bill of rights, and ftrongly ditated by the firft principles of free governmexsts,
the chancellor and judges have hitherto remained dependent for their falaries upon the annasl
votes of the legiflature. This houfe hath been of opinion for a confiderable time paft, that there
was no circumitance which would juftify the legiflature in delaying to make the prévifion re-
quired by the conftitution, and our opinion hath been ineffe@ually communicated to a former
houfe of delegates ; but we truft, gendemen, you will concur with us in {entiment, that this
very important {ubje& ought to be properly attended to early in this feffion, and that you Wil in
due time fend us a bil} for fixing the falaries of the chancellor and judges during the contiguance
of their commiffions, and for the payment of thofe falaries with cerrainty and regularity. The
experience of pafled fefions induces us to apprehend we may find ourfelves under the of
determining too haftily, matters, by which the welfare of this ftate in particolar, and of the United
States in general, may be eflentially affefied, and which confequently demand the matureft confi-
deration. ' :

Towards the clofe of each fefion, when from its length and the approdching feverity of the
feafon the houfe of delegates have veen ufually anxious to rife, the moft important part of the
public bufinefs hath been tranfmited to the fenate. As the conftitution does not allow this houfe
to propofe amendments to money bills, the evil confequence muft readily occur, if we fhould
think it neceflary to diffent to them at a time when the houfe of delegates wiil not agree to con-
tinue fitting to re-affume the difcuffion of the fubject matter of fuch bills, or even to enter into a
confideration of fuch amendments as the fenate may propofe to others. We therefore requeft,
that fuch importanit bills as are intended to be offered for our confideration by your houfe, “may
be fent to us fo early in the feffion, that a fair opportunity may be given to us of confidering
them with that deliberation which every interefting a&t of legiflature requires.
By order, J. DORSEY, clk.

F Johr'

Which were read,



